
PEEBLES COMMON GOOD FUND SUB-
COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY, 29 JUNE, 2016

A MEETING of the PEEBLES COMMON GOOD FUND SUB-COMMITTEE will be held in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS, NEWTOWN ST BOSWELLS on 

WEDNESDAY, 29 JUNE, 2016 at 2.00 PM or at the conclusion of Council whichever is the later. 

J. J. WILKINSON,
Clerk to the Council,

23 June 2016 

BUSINESS

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Order of Business. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

4. Minute. 2 mins

Minute of Meeting of 25 May 2016 for approval.  (Copy to follow)
5. Applications for Financial Assistance - consider the following 

applications (Copies attached.) 

(a)  Peebles Community Trust - continued from 25 May 
2016 

(Pages 1 - 
24)

10 mins

(b)  Bonny Peebles (Pages 25 - 
28)

10 mins

6. Peebles Lawn Tennis Club, Springhill Road, Peebles (Pages 29 - 46) 10 mins

Consider report by Service Director Assets and Infrastructure seeking 
approval for a new lease and to carry out tree works at the tennis courts – 
continued from  25 May 2016.   (Copy attached).

7. Any Other Items Previously Circulated. 

8. Any Other Items Which The Chairman Decides Are Urgent. 

Public Document Pack



NOTES
1. Timings given above are only indicative and not intended to inhibit Members’ 

discussions.

2. Members are reminded that, if they have a pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in any 
item of business coming before the meeting, that interest should be declared prior to 
commencement of discussion on that item. Such declaration will be recorded in the 
Minute of the meeting.

Membership of Committee:- Councillors W. Archibald (Chairman), G. Logan (Vice-Chairman), 
S. Bell, C. Bhatia, K. Cockburn and G. H. T. Garvie, G. Logan. 

Please direct any enquiries to Kathleen Mason  Tel 01835 826772   Email:  
kmason@scotborders.gov.uk
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Peebles Common Good Sub Committee – 25 May 2016                                                             1

NEW LEASE TO PEEBLES TENNIS CLUB, SPRINGHILL ROAD, 
PEEBLES

Report by Service Director Assets & Infrastructure

PEEBLES COMMON GOOD SUB-COMMITTEE

25 May 2016

1 PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

1.1 This report updates the Peebles Common Good Sub-Committee on 
the current lease with Peebles Tennis Club and seeks their approval 
for a new lease and to carry out tree works at the tennis courts.

1.2 Peebles Tennis Club was granted a 25 year lease in 2000 for the lease of 
the tennis courts and clubhouse at a rent of £1 if asked.

1.3 The Club have plans to renovate the tennis courts and clubhouse but 
require a longer lease in order to raise the grant funding. 

1.4 The tall Cypress trees are causing problems and it is proposed to replace 
them with a hedge.

2 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 I recommend that the Peebles Common Good Sub Committee 
authorises the granting of a new 25 year lease to Peebles Tennis 
Club on terms to be agreed with the Estates Manager which will 
include a rent of £1 if asked and consent for the Club to carry out 
works to the trees around the tennis courts.
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3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 Peebles Tennis Club has been running since at least the 1930s.  The land at 
the tennis courts was sold by Sir Duncan Hay of Smithfield to the Council in 
1923.  The most recent lease commenced in May 2000 for a 25 year 
period.    
 

3.2 The Tennis Club are currently looking to upgrade the three blaes courts to 
an all weather surface, improve the clubhouse with new disabled access 
and carry out felling and replanting work on the trees next to the courts.

3.3 In order to raise the funding for the renovations the tennis club requires a 
longer term security of tenure.  The current lease has 9 years remaining 
and so a new lease is required before funding requests can be submitted to 
bodies such as Sport Scotland and/or the Lawn Tennis Association.  

3.4 It is proposed that the terms of a new lease would be in line with the terms 
of the current lease.  These are a rent of £1 if asked, a 25 year term and 
the tennis club being responsible for all repairs and maintenance.  The 
subjects of let will remain the same as the current lease. (See Appendix A 
– attached plan)  

3.5 The trees around the tennis courts are within the subjects of lease and 
therefore the tennis club are responsible for them.  The trees are subject to 
a Tree Preservation Order.  A neighbouring resident has complained about 
the tall Cypress trees shading her house.  The trees are mature and the 
roots now encroach onto the courts.  It is proposed to fell the 8 Cypress 
trees and replace them with a combination hedge of blackthorn and 
hawthorn.  The maintenance of the hedge will be the responsibility of the 
tennis club.  The tree work can be co-ordinated with the work to renovate 
the courts.

3.6 The tennis club submitted an application to the Council for the proposed 
work to the trees and the Council’s Tree Officer has no objections to the tall 
trees being removed.  (Appendix B - attached letter)

3.7 The Tennis Club have employed architects, D&H Farmer, to progress the 
proposed upgrade to the courts and clubhouse including any planning 
permissions required.  They hope to have the renovation work carried out 
by April 2017.

4 PROPOSAL

4.1 It is proposed to issue a new lease to Peebles Tennis Club and to grant 
them consent to carry out the felling of the tall Cypress trees and plant a 
new hedge as a replacement for the Cypresses.
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5 IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Financial
There are no financial implications to the Peebles Common Good Fund but a 
renovation of the tennis courts will add to the sport facilities in Peebles.

5.2 Risks and Mitigations
If a new lease is not granted the Tennis Club will find it difficult to raise the 
funds to renovate the courts and clubhouse.  

5.3 Equalities
There are no adverse equality implications.

5.4 Acting Sustainably
There are no effects on the economic, social or environmental aspects 
contained in this report.

5.5 Carbon Management
There are no effects on carbon emissions as a result of the proposal in this 
report.

5.6 Rural Proofing 
This report does not affect the Council’s rural proofing policy.

5.7 Changes to Scheme of Administration or Scheme of Delegation
There are no changes to the Scheme of Administration or the Scheme of 
Delegation as a result of the proposals in this report.  

6 CONSULTATION

6.1 The Chief Financial Officer, the Monitoring Officer, the Chief Legal Officer, 
the Chief Officer Audit and Risk, the Chief Officer HR and the Clerk to the 
Council have been consulted and any comments received have been 
incorporated into the final report.

Approved by

Martin Joyce                             Signature ………………………..
Service Director Assets & Infrastructure

Author(s)
Name Designation and Contact Number
James Morison Estates Surveyor tel 01835 824000 Ext. 5295

Background Papers:  None
Previous Minute Reference:  None
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Note – You can get this document on tape, in Braille, large print and various 
computer formats by contacting the address below.  James Morison can also give 
information on other language translations as well as providing additional copies.

Contact us at Scottish Borders Council, Council Headquarters, Newtown St 
Boswells, Melrose, Scottish Borders, TD6 0SA tel 01835 824000 fax 01835 
793110 e-mail jmorison@scotborders.gov.uk
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